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Some figures attract attention. Some figures attract 
more attention than others. 


If figures call attention to certain facts or illus~ 
trate certain trends, they become more interesting. 


The figures in this brief study illustrate some 
of the facts, situations, and trends in the 4-H Club progran 
in the Central States. Wherever possible, they cover 5-year 
sneorvais; 1914, 1919, 1924, 1929, 1934, and 1939. They aro 
based on the annual reports of all extension agents in this 
region. They are not compiled, nor should they be used as 
a basis of comparison between States. 


Some figures attract attention. Some figures attract 
more attention than others. 
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WHERE ARE -WE GOING IN THE 4-H CLUB PROGRAM? 
I. INTRODUCTION 


From the time the 4-H Clubs became nation-wide in scope with the 
passage of the Smith=Lever Act in 1914, these clubs have been carried on 
cooperatively by the United States Department of Agriculture, the State 
colleges of agriculture, and the counties as an integral. part. of exten= 
Sion work in agriculture and home economics in each of the 13 States in 
the Contral Region + Illinois, Indiana,-Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, ae aad North Dakota, Ohio, South Dor dee ae 
Wisconsin. Tg, a 


At 5—year intervals: since 1924, it has. been the pleasure of the 
writer to prepare a summary during the interval concerned, of the accom- 
plishments, of the 4~H Clubs in the Central States. Hach of these sum= 
maries has’ been ent puege CERES Are We Sage in the 4-H Club Program?" 


The year 1939 marks the end of re nitet 25 years of extongion work 
on a nation-wide basis. Therefore, this particular summary becomes an 
anniversary year Sues 1914 through 1959 = a quarter-century of 4-H 
Club pore Oren. 


Certain data necessarily are omitted because they were not includ= 
ed in the annual reports of the earlier years. 


Conclusions are left to the reader. 


II. SUPERVISION AND PERSONNEL 
In this anniversary-year summary, it is appropriate to list the 
names of the State Glub leaders who have been largely responsivle for 4-H 


Club achievement over this quarter-century period. 


State Club Leaders in the Central States, 1912-39. 


State Name | ape | Years 
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fbn al sesh ats Gory aPeemnaree, eae Pe te <tc 1M ess GBs bes SME te ate vce ee ees 1912-20 dave 
eh ee Age. pee Sine Ps Re Pitte wees ASOT cise. she Oe ee eee 1912-17 

ies See ieee ey. Bee, Ae eee cers 2 .7 J927) FOL, date 
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Tne statistical data in this summary were furnished by the Surveys an 
Reports Section. Division of Field Coordination. 
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Aside from the State club leader, the number of persons on the 


visory staff for the 4—H Clubs is shown in Table l. 


Table 1.-Supervisory 4—H Club staff in Central States, 1924-39 


Number of | Assistant State leaders 


Gounties and district agents 
in State 1939 | 1934 ° [ 1929°| 1924 
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County club agents 


1939 1924 
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In nearly every Central State assistant county agents, sometimes paid 
from other than Bxtension funds, gave considerable attention to the 4—H_ 
Club progran. 


' A comparison of the total number of volunteer local 4-H Club leaders 
compared with the total number of clubs indicates that assistant local lead= 
ers are increasing in number. 


Table 2.—Number of volunteor 4-H leaders, 1924~39 

Number o6f.. leaders a 
Oldor Older | Total 

Glub boys | club girls | leaders 


Women 


NORA S Gs; : 12,667 
WOES aang Z 25 5546 
ISSO ie ie 15,712 30,340 
10305, 2 17,661 37 , 332 


28,164 7,045 | | 62,522 


The great increase in the number of county conferences for 4-1 lead» 
ers indicates that the States consider these conferences a most workable 
method of better preparing local 4—H Club leaders for the responsibilities 
they voluntarily assume. 


LOS eaters 


a 


Table 3.~County conferences for volunteer 4-H leaders, 1927-39 


Number of training meetings 
held for local 4-H leaders 
£5876 


Total leader attendance - 


29 , 429 
43,916 
107,675 
NS Kear ot fd 


oe ee ew 


TII. 4H CLUB ENROLIMENTS 
Total enrollments may be used as one measuring stick in recording 
the achievements of the 4~H Clubs. Enrollment is indicative of the vol- 


ume of the 4-H Club phase of extension work. 


Table 4s-Total enrollments by States for 1939 


Boys Girls Total Davie 

euats enrolled enrolled enrollment [Beck 
pith hate ceca oye L6;178 19,782 50,960 234086 
oc, ae bi i 208876 32,499 53,375 ese 
DN OWrnC RCE cima ors, @ » Ae Z fp O dL 1SF6e2 13,245 26,927 8 
Pea te cles oh sy os Ae “ 1,074 11,349 uy ols YP here; 10 
ROAWUCEy eeu i LP ea a 18,379 22,618 40,997 eb 
MGM Sa neiailits « 6 hs 6,483 24,107 Dts COQ ws » SL ae 3 
MATRSS'O UAT cess, ate Dosror wus OL9 » > 46,555 4 
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Table 4.-Total Shao Sen by States for 1939 continued 


Number Bo iris Total : 
eeeve of -Glubs Mee ees enrolled enroliment Het 

MeSeour tes. 28. eis imeey: 25 4855 9 
Nebraska. i esos s Hs eLy Soe Le 
North Dakota... «is 9,665 13 
OUT a ee tie) ees, sd esadeta 59 ,238 i: 
pout Dakota. <s.06 10,749 ale) 
Wisconsin. ..s..se. 64,152 i 


Totals 244,451 439 ,092 


nL Oe RL ee 


The total enrollment in the Central States for 1939 represented an 
increase of 165 percent: over the enrollment for 1924. The increase for the 
United States was 170 percent for the same period. 


Table 5. Increase in enrollments by States, 192439 24689 


Ee, Buea 
Percentage of 


State Total enrollments iweveaees Rank 
1939 1934 1929. | 1924 | 1939 over 1924 

TAT 1S PO OO FSS 960 eae 592 ih "26556 EL 
Indiana...e....e-| 53,375] 39,315| 25,628! 15,300 4 
TOM kt og be OBL SR? lr 28. 156 21,515 | 18,796 12 
Kayser se. ght we) 22,962} 18,995 5,865 2 
RED TUCKYclssciaa ace ale ecto tO falumeouOee 17,3352 10 
Michi canwas.. wes wh DivsiD | LUNGZS 15,828 6 
Minnesota........| 46,566] 42,418 Lopli2 3 
Missour tetas sdes.| 25,655 1 11,490 8,228 % 
Nebracks .iecdee s BL, Boe Ie 14 ell 7,550 8 
North Dakota.....| 9,566 5,170 2,794 5 
Ole ites cons ee .| 59,238 | 52,728 21,650 9 
South Dakota.....| 10,749 7 385 7190 12 
Wisconsin.....+.+| 34,152 | 30,820 F 24,436 13 
Totals.......-. .: 165 = 


It is to be expected that enrollment within a State will vary from 
year to year. The relative ranking, based on enrollments by phe yes at 
five-year intervals, is shown in Tabie 6. 


Table 6.-Ranking based on total enrollments, 1924~39 


“State TADS See e.| 

1939 1934 1929 1924 

Linings Cramer. Rack 6 6 8 q 

YOena. Soom. Eee 2 3 3 ee 

DOME Cia te ojslereret edt «6 ete arere 8 | 8 ti, eS 
Karis m Gi0 Casein. «cae. ; 10 s) ib} se 

KeERbUCKY percatetee © 6 oo ws ~ 5 7 6 4 

Ma ON amtiiels. oc ae Ricte 3 5 5 5 

Minnesota. wwii. vate eae 4 2 re 7 
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Table 6.-Ranking based on total enrollments, 1924-39 continued 


State 


Piers CULT opens.» ae, st.ccehere 
Nebras! 


Ke e 


ioe ell Ri a i aan S 

a) Units 2 Serre ety a ae 204 
(OE ieee eee P 194: 
ROCM EGE ira soa, p oithe occas - 136 
Kantuckyrernniee vores 202 
Me aiaterers «6.68 9 vas ee cea 
Von SAS GQG hI a a. 208 
Up ik OT) a ate 142 
Nebrasiatectoeerrcces ey 157 
Werth Dalkota.........- E 90 
Obi ne eee eee 230 
DOUGH. DaeOus es. eka ss : 160 
Was CONST iieneverescwrarscs eued oli 


Average for Region 


The percentage of the total number of rural younzs people wno are 
enrolled in 4—H Clubs provides another measuring stick of the achieve-~ 
ments of the clubs. 


Table 8.-Percentage of the total number of rural* boys and 
girls 10“20 years of age enrolled in 4-H Clubs,1930-39 


Shorea ___Percentage of rural boys and girls enrolled 
1939 wir 1934 1930 
RES OM eee abe. coer een. « és 8.50 . 5.80 ae KS 
MEAG Lette, oa: othe ects ee tie aie te Ip.SS 9.42 
LOWES Shenson tae 8.40 Veen | Weod 
USE ISS = 5 A A reded eon ye} 
WOT eeoreseiGvateves se te are hess 9.42 5.44 4.71 
NE CIS Metecaiets tes acces ehtte t & 15.44 8.24 fiuiee! 
Pet R ONCE also diss oe ee as : AUS ela 14.19 11.56 
DG SSG eames ~« Mes ste be preisis's 6.65 Se shat Deco 
Meise teteel 2 aye ein ce eras oes le 10.60 igo 6.46 
HOLT a Ovals os ces - as 6.67 Bear - Oe06 
CieVEOigntemeine fas Ms 0s pees Seeks « 15.206 162 8.04 
SLO eee OG Cla pawerssoasceoeesans — Se bwi62 porisio 
ULES W ele cts aie ne, ee ee a = LO.96 3689 Gronks 
Percentage for Region 6.96 


3Farm and non-farm, 1930 Census. 
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Table 9.-Resional anrollments and completions, 1915~-39* 


; | Percentage of 


Percentage of 


Year Enroliment Completions completions in completions in 
eo Central States United States 

1915 78, 497 28,353. ae stone 

1919 185,523 104,991 _s 

1924 165,538 108,814 55.51 
1929 254,764 193,528 67.12 
1934 Sel earl 253,459 71.15 
1939 439,092 362,090 75.22 


* Prior to 1923, project enrollments were reported. Since that year enroll- 


ments on the basis of different boys and girls have been reported. 


Table 10.-Rezional enrollments compared with United 
States Totals, 1924-39 


Total Total Percentage of 

Year United States | Central States United States 
Enrollment | enrollment Total 
1924 DO OO) 165,638 on 045 
1929 756,096 | 2p4, 764 33.69 
1934 916,062 | 321,371 35.08 
1939 1,081,595 439 ,092 Site Le 


IV. 4-H CLUB COMPLETIONS 
The total number of 4—H members who successfully completed their 
work and the percentage of completions also are good measuring sticks of 


4—H Club achievement. They may indicate the effectiveness of extension 
teaching with rural young people of 4-H Club ag 


Table 11.~-Total completions by States for 1939 


: | sks ca a3) 
State Boys Girls Total 
dom tal tt 101 Goupiot ions Rank 


Gompleting | Completing | Completions 


MISTING ES eres eee ehate eon 6 
cians Sees wee os PPIAS 4 
a a si EE 730 3 
Meee. cle... . «ole 9,443 9) 
Rempel y.g «cs eu gh aby Laer 8 
Mae aN. Galan +e dete 20,770 2 
Mannesotagains «. sz 5 19 ,849 ia 
Raessourd.< fh... sas 7,598 13 
Newreacva. su. sce 3 Vee J 
hominy Dakota....e. 4: 2665 Et 
oo a, eee . 16,746 a 
South Dakota... ke. 3,306 10 
WESGODSI 0s bc bc eGo 11,992 12 


Totals eeigades © oisuc eee 157,216 504, 874 362,090 
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Steces = Percentage of completions 5 

1934 1929 924 

ro Mere kee eat 84.95 55.38 
Anke O22 02 ae A, Ae ae 84.39 (ere 
RG mat cme tobatna te wanna ake 84.02 74.60 
MADRAS so sic ¥ 4s WO ues (Pes 55.51 
Pe eUCK y ssh ies aces he ges Des te 
RAGING Te ATS 4. 4 ceiver ec, « ee vars s Goole $4.92 
Peanmeso be wae etic ks se 79.16 76.05 
MISO OUY iets som 0 ea «eee Occe 38.73 
NeUresie6.s 4 «= oes ‘ ; (400° 69.20 
MOrC a 20 Gales 25.4 + 6 Teae0k 53.65 
OVO Rit stud ees tec ets : 60.06 (es 
Dot: Poa MOba s «6 aba. as 58.05 46.26 
PLES CONS ane ste ante ss 9.0 ‘ 74,08 | 68.61 
Average for Pegion [82.46 pee Sp | 65.69 


The definite trend toward higher percentages of completions by 
State$,;as is shown in Table le, is gratifying. 


Table 12."Percentage of completions by States, 1924<39 


It is also to be expected that percentage of completions within 
a State will vary from year to year. The relative ranking based on 
percentage of completions by States is shown in Table 15. 


Table 13.-Ranking based on percentage of completions, 1924-39 


ze 
Si VOM Cees, ccc tis cece ce al 5 fi 
tbe outtake, eae’ Sea 2 3 "Wee 
UGG Kah BAe, Aaa Meme AO 3 a 2 
ee S: wees voces 4.6 ae aes 10 12 10 
HGH UOC Ware es stein x0 ate-« . fi é 1 
PCs Oily wv te «.s ates A 4 6 8 
PITS C Gas «oe scan slew.S 6 4 i, 
MUSE OE Arche 6 sos» o¥e -% an) IL Bic 
NOUMESaw. os. ce ee ee 8 if Se 
Nome? Deze cs « sisters « La 8 9 
OA erste Sian oe Cats 3 -20ete%s P 5 Pe 4 
DOUG MeeO Gate eas 0 ctaw 13 13 ee 
UBT (odovennee (ae TR erece copter re” 9 10 6 


For each year from 1924 to 1939, inclusive, the percentage of 
completions in the Central States has been higher than that for the United 
States. Annually since 1925 the percentage of completions in the Central 
States has been higher than that of any other region. The 1939 percentage 
of 82.46 is the highest recorded by any region since the present method 
of tabulating was established in 1923. © 
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Table 14.—Regzional completions compared with United States totals, 
1924=39 ie 


Percentage of completions 


Yénr | United States Central 
55.51 | 65.69 44.68 
: 67.12 75.96 58.40 
"1.15 | 78.97 61.94 
75.22 | 82.46 68.87 
V. 4-H CLUB PROJECTS . . J 


During the 25-year period 1914 to 1939, certain 4-H projects were 
added as the need appeared. < 


Table 15 shows the relative ranking of the 15 projects that attract- 
ed the largest enrollment in 1939. It also shows that those projects 
which were in the "top half" in the earlier years tended to remain there 
in succeeding years. Both boys and girls were enrolled in every project 
reported in 1939. 


Table 15.-Ranking of projects based on enrollments, 1924-39 


1939 
Enroliment 


Rank Rank Ranix 


_Froject. 1 1934 | in 1929 | in 1924 
Clothing 138 ,341 1 ee 
Food preparation Z 7 
Swine 6 3 
Poultry 5 c 
Dairy cattle. 3 6 
Becf cattle 8 10 
Home gardens 4 4 
Food preservation vas 5 
Handicraft r 
Sheep geal 
Corn 9 
House furnishing 12 
Potato 8 
Forestry - 


Beautification 
of home grounds 


VI. 4H CLUB ACTIVITIES 


Commensurate with the increase in the volume of 4-H Club membership 
was the growth in the number of demonstration and of judging teams trained 
and used as another method of teaching subject-matter as well as presenting 
to the public some of the achievements of the 4=H Clubs. These teams also 
aided in establishing good 4—~H Club standards. 
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Table 16.—Number of demonstrat ion and of judging teams trained, 


Tumber of 
judging teams trained 


“ Number of 
demonstration teams trained 


Table 17 shows that 4-H Camps are increasing in favor as another 
means of providing wholesome recreation for 4-H Club members. 


Table 17.—Number of camps and member attendance, 1926-39 . 


Total 


, 25,659 

4a. Lanes, = 14,338 22,582 36,920 
i en P 14,517 | 18,842 | 33,359 
ick a ee. ae 5400 ' 23,089 | 32,332 55,421 


4—7 Club tours provide an excellent means of maintaining the interest 
of club members. They also serve as a valuable method of studying project 
results and of acquainting other folks with the achievements of 4-H members. 


The number of achievement days, as a means of bringing to a some= 
what formal ending the work of the season, is increasing proportionately. 
19 


Table 18.—Number of tours and achievement days, 30-39 


| wen lunbersot) CIM )Cumber of 


3 


fours conducted achievement dajs 


Year 


VII. STILL MORE 4-H CLUB FIGURES 


Table 19.~Percentage of boys and of girls in total enrollment, 


1924-39, 
pee Percentage in total enroliment 
Boys Girls 
1924 41.8 ; 58.e 
Leg | 39.3 60.7 
1934 40.73 Oueer 
1939 44.33 DOsov 
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Table 20.-Percentage of all members according to age, 1930-3¢. 


Age of member (years) | 193 


RO Sar Ot ARIE caren camee NAGGES ilies 9 10.74 10.97 
date BID hc scl *, UE . 12.4 11.94 12.06 
Weta aetalohgs:t4-0: 9 oe HOMER ERES ses she 14,4 14.79 15.71 
LOSS ss oiara'h).t eee eo, sities 14.3 14.64 15.45 
Ti Ge pita sere tits: ht RM cn ck ssi 13.4 13.37 14.71 
Sighs S aici omigen ies ease SAME ee ye 11.4 11.24 bE IO Ais 
LAE Se aeah, as Serenata Mie : ie ee Be 3.79 
LOU. Scans Ae Ree ves ‘ 6e5 6.43 5.55 
Osa Wiis Sine ote? ee wis 3.8 4.15 5.035 
LO)... © pHagaie, soa soe eee meneame e3 eae Reo hed 1.36 
eOucind .OVET sectutmaders aay i een 0.50 
Table 21.-Percentage and sex of members according to age, 1950-39 
Percentage of total enrollment Percentage of total enrollment 

Age (vears) | _ Boys » Ginls 
1939 1934 1930 1939 1930 
10 10, 12 Toes Lecco : 12.03 
1B) 11.04 Lysol 13.48 13,03 
ies 13.00 14.68 15.58 16.65 
13 13.43 14.65 1Ss04 15298 
14 13.33 14.89 13.41 14.53 
ies | 11.96 L225 10.89 L1L.OL 
16 | 10.09 9.58 | 8.45 7.88 
ag fare ete: 6.38 Seo 4.76 
18 4.98 3.58 2.96 eal 
19 eds oe Lou 1.13 
20 1.60 Gisioa 0.73 0.49 


m 


a 


Years in club 


riris 
1 9.4 
2 56 
3 oO 
4 Gie'7 
5 Dek 
5 and over aS) 
Table 23.~Number' of members in and out of school, 1930=59 
Year Number of members 

In school Out of school Not accounted for 
1930 214,816 | Ib, ool | 47,562 
1934 255,441 | OGL. | 37,619 
1939 404,998 is 34,094 - 
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able 22.-Percentage of boys and of girls according to 


years in club, 1930-39 


Table 24.~Former 4~H members enrolled in agriculture and home economics 


“at State agcricultural colleges, 1927-39 


Percentage of former 
Total numbor of formor; 4-H members to the 
4—H nombora onrolled -jtotal student enrollment 
in agriculture in agriculture and 
and home economics home economics 


Number 
of 
Central States 


Year 


1927-28 18.5 

1929—30 ; | 26.3. 
1933~34 31.35 
1934—40 6 , 934 | 37 078 
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y a Pe: 4 oe ni ee Rs et , gt fh Rays eee cee “sell ‘i ey “a my af cP 
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